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said Hsi-mfen, "I don't suppose you would. You
know all I have had to do of late. First the funeral, then Grand
Marshal Huang to entertain, and now this last ceremony. I
have had no rest at all. This morning, my wife said to me:
'You must be tired; stay in bed for a while/' but I remembered
that Chai's messenger was coming for an answer to the letter
he brought, and I wanted to see the temporary buildings pulled
down. On the twenty-fourth. Clerk Han and the others are to
start for the south. Then, during the funeral ceremonies, my
kinsmen and friends have been very kind. I ought to go and
visit them but, in the circumstances, perhaps I may be excused.
But at least I must go and see the officers of rank who came to
the funeral/'
"I am afraid you can't escape that/' Po-chueh said, "but,
as for the others, if I were you, I should get somebody to go
and call on them on your behalf. You can thank them when
you see them. They all know how busy you are and they will
understand,"
As they were talking, Hua T'ung brought two cups of
milk with sugar and cream. Po-chtich took one. The milk
was so white that it looked like goose fat with the cream float-
ing on the top. "This is a great treat/* he said. "Nice and hot
too!" He drank the milk, and found it so sweet that he had
no difficulty in finishing it. Little Chou finished Hsi-m£n
Ch'ing's hair and began to clean his ears. Hsi-mSn set down
his cup of milk.
"Drink your milk, Brother/' Po-chueh said. "Don't let it
get cold. A man like you ought to drink milk* It is so
nourishing."
"I don't want it," Hsi-mfen Ch'ing said. "You drink it.
My gruel will be coming shortly."
Ying Po-chueh liked it very much. He picked up the cup
and drank it straight off.
The barber finished cleaning Hsi-men's ears and took a
roller to massage his body.
"Do you enjoy being rolled like this?" Po-chueh said.
"I have a good deal of pain in the back/' Hsi-men said.
"I need the massage."
"Well, you are very stout, and you have such rich food
every day you must have a good deal of heat inside you/5

